
10 Herald Sun, Monday, October 13, 2008 heraldsun.com.au
+

+

+
+

F
B

1
2

3
C

M
Y

K
D

H
S

13
-O

C
T-

20
08

PA
G

E
10

FI
R

ST

500m litres wasted
in fire sprinkler tests

Gareth TrickeyHALF a billion litres of
pure drinking water is
being wasted each year
in Victoria to test fire
sprinkler systems in
high-rise buildings and
shopping centres.

The wasted water could fill
200 Olympic-sized pools when
Melbourne’s water storages
are at their lowest level for this
time of year since the Thomson
Dam’s completion in 1984.

Figures seen by the Herald
Sun show about 9.5 million
litres of class A water are used
each week to flush and test
commercial fire sprinkler sys-
tems in Victoria.

The waste of drinking
water has prompted the
State Government to call a
meeting of 60 government
and private organisations to
try to save 450 million litres
of water each year.

Some high-rises use up to
400,000 litres of water every
year to test fire sprinkler sys-
tems, said Roger Thomas, fire
protection technical director
of Wormald Asia Pacific.

He said that with Australia
in its worst drought on record,
the fire safety industry could
no longer turn a blind eye to
outdated water practices.

‘‘The lady next door can’t
even water her garden and
here’s this guy throwing a
year’s worth of water down
the drain in 10 minutes be-
cause he’s testing the sys-
tem,’’ Mr Thomas said.

‘‘I’m of the opinion that we
don’t need class A drinking
water to squirt on a fire.

‘‘What we need to do is
introduce techniques and con-
serve water and install systems
designed to recycle water.’’

The Plumbing Industry
Commission believes up to
450 million litres of drinking
water could be saved each
year by installing recycled
water tanks in big buildings.

The government and pri-

vate sector meeting, sched-
uled for October 29, will pro-
vide findings and recommen-
dations on detailed case
studies of 15 fire sprinkler
sites across Melbourne.

Organisations invited to the
forum include representatives
from the three Melbourne
water authorities, the Depart-
ment of Sustainability and
Environment, Municipal As-
sociation of Victoria, Mac-
quarie Real Estate Capital
and the Fire Protection Asso-
ciation Australia

Planning Minister Justin
Madden praised the private
sector’s commitment to the
water-saving project and en-
couraged property owners to

use readily available methods
to save water during the test-
ing of fire sprinklers.

‘‘It’s imperative that sys-
tems be configured to waste
less water,’’ Mr Madden said.

Also yesterday, the State
Government called on Mel-
bourne residents to take even
shorter showers in a bid to
save water over summer.

Melbourne Water, owned by
the State Government, has
asked residents to cut shower
time from an average of seven
minutes to four minutes.

Melbourne’s water storages
are 34.6 per cent full com-
pared with 40.1 per cent at the
same time last year.

Classroom
basics
fall short
C A S H - s t r a p p e d p u b l i c
schools rely on fundraising to
provide basic classroom
equipment, a survey reveals.

And almost 70 per cent of
principals say there is a short-
age of teachers at their school.

The Australian Education
Union’s State of Our Schools
survey showed 84.4 per cent of
Australian state schools had
had to raise funds in the past
year. Almost two-thirds
raised money for basic class-
room equipment.

Computer equipment, li-
brary resources and text-
books, sports teams and play
equipment were next on the
fundraising priority list.

AEU president Angelo Gav-
rielatos said schools desper-
ately needed more money.

‘‘We need the resources to
ensure that every kid reaches
their potential,’’ he said.

The union surveyed 1396
public school principals, in-
cluding 365 in Victoria.

Wildlife
Wonders
are here

FREE

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC
14–PART DVD SERIES TO COLLECT

THIS WEEK WITH
YOUR Herald Sun

TODAY TOMORROW

FREE

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

FRIDAY SATURDAY

SUNDAY NEXT MONDAY Wild about Wildlife Wonders: Ben, 5, with the Tigers of the Snow DVD. Picture: DAVID CAIRD

YOUR National Geographic Wildlife
Wonders Collection starts with the
first DVD available free with today’s
Herald Sun.

Whales in Crisis is a breathtaking
look at killer whales in the world’s
vast oceans.

Simply take today’s token - which
appears on page 2 - to your news-
agent and start your collection.

Herald Sun and Sunday Herald
Sun readers in Victoria and the
Riverina can collect the set exploring
the world’s most beautiful, danger-
ous and endangered animals.

The second DVD, Giant Pandas:
The Last Refuge, will be available
free with tomorrow’s Herald Sun.

Each of the remaining 12 DVDs
can be bought for just $2 each with
tokens from your Herald Sun or
Sunday Herald Sun.

Others in the collection — all
running about an hour — include
Tigers of the Snow, Walking with
Lions, Living with Gorillas and
Wild Babies.

The 14-DVD set retails for almost
$300 but can be yours for just $24.

A special collector case is avail-
able too for just $2.

The collection wraps up on Sun-
day, October 26, with Dinosaurs
Uncovered, a fascinating look at the
history of the prehistoric creatures.

DVDs can be redeemed only with
an original token from the Herald
Sun or Sunday Herald Sun from
participating retailers in Victoria
and the Riverina.
Net link: www.wildlifewonders.com.au

Hurry into your Nissan dealer 
or visit nissan.com.au

^Offers exclude govt contract, special assistance and rental fleet sales. 
All Nissan vehicles come with a 3 year/100,000km warranty and a 3 year 24 hour roadside 
assistance. Nissan reserves the right to withdraw, vary or extend any offer. 
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